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V.  Z. Petrosyan – The Indo-European and Armenian Systems of Plosive Consonants 
 

By the middle of the 20th century in the Indo-European comparative linguistics the four-column 
system of the plosive consonants proposed by young grammarians, which was mostly restored according 
to Indo-European-Greek-Latin language material, had dominated. The detection of new languages 
(Tocharian, Hittite-Luvian and so on) on the one hand, and the use of typological and structural methods 
in comparative studies on the other, gave rise to doubts among the scientists on the reliability of four-
column system. Of the numerous proposals of conceptual innovation and integrity the version of “the 
theory of velars” suggested by T. Gamkrelidze and V. Ivanov was notable. We think, however, that this 
version was not free from the one-sidedness of its predecessors. 

According to the view proposed in this article: 1) when restoring the initial forms, the facts of all 
languages should be considered equally; 2) the system that is being restored should be as simple as 
possible and allow them to explain the transition from it to the systems having phonological 
characteristics of aspiration the same way as the systems without this feature; 3) the presence of features 
not peculiar to Indo-European language systems in Indo-European languages should rather be considered 
features obtained in the independent history of those languages and not features acquired in general Indo-
European phase, even if these features are characteristic to not one but several languages. Accordingly, 
the following system of transition of plosives from general Indo-European > Armenian is proposed: 

Category of voiced/aspirated voiced                   Category of voiceless/aspirated voiceless 

               *Bh> (b)                                                                     *Ph> (p), (p’) 

               *Gh> (g)                                                                       *Kh> (k), (k’) 

              *Dh> (d)                                                                      *Th> (t),  (t’). 
 
This system, although less specified of the plosives compared with the ones that have been 

suggested so far, has a higher degree of probability> 
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